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The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) – Southern Region successfully organized the 
15th edition of FoodPro 2024 from 9–11 August at the Chennai Trade Centre in Chennai, 
India. This landmark event, spanning three days, offered a comprehensive focus on both 
conferences and an expansive exhibition, marking a significant moment in the food 
processing sector. Hosted by the Government of Tamil Nadu, with Kerala and Andhra 
Pradesh as partner states, and Australia as the country partner, FoodPro 2024 aimed to 
bring together key industry leaders, innovators, and policymakers to explore emerging 
trends and opportunities within the industry.

Supported by the Ministry of Food Processing & Industries (MoFPI) and the Ministry of 
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME), Government of India. The event provided 
significant benefits to over 50+ Micro and Small Enterprises under the MSME-PMS 
Scheme. FoodPro 2024 featured Guidance TN and Tamil Nadu Food Processing and Agri 
Export Promotion Corporation (TNAPEx) as event partners, further solidifying its role as a 
vital platform for fostering growth and collaboration in the food processing sector in India 
and beyond.

With over 282 companies showcasing innovations and cutting-edge technologies, the 
event attracted more than 20,233 visitors, including over 200 international delegates. The 
diverse audience, which included industry professionals, government officials, 
academicians, and innovators, benefited from the dynamic exchange of ideas that the 
event facilitated.

Visitors gained valuable insights into the latest advancements in areas such as 
agri-processing, bakery equipment, dairy technologies, food safety, packaging machinery, 
refrigeration systems, and seafood preservation, among others. FoodPro 2024 also enabled 
participants to explore new business opportunities, establish partnerships, and collaborate 
on solutions to drive growth in the food processing industry, positioning India as a global 
hub for innovation and excellence in this sector.



Left to Right: Mr P Ravichandran, Chairman, CII National committee on Cold Chain & President, Danfoss Industries P Limited: 
Dr C Sreedhar IAS, Commissioner of Industries, Commerce and Export Promotion & CEO, AP Food Processing Society 
Government of Andhra Pradesh; Mr APM Mohammed Hanish IAS, Principal Secretary (Industries & Commerce), Government 
of Kerala; Mr B Thiagarajan, Chairman – CII Foodpro Expo 2024 and Managing Director, Blue Star Limited; Mr P Rajeeve, 
Hon'ble Minister for Law, Industries and Coir, Government of Kerala; Dr R Nandini, Chairperson, CII Southern Region & 
Managing Director, Chandra Textiles Private Limited; Ms Apoorva IAS, Principal Secretary & Agricultural Production Commis-
sioner, Government of Tamil Nadu;Mr Srivats Ram, Chairman, CII Tamil Nadu & Managing Director, Wheels India Limited.



FACT SHEET

282 Exhibitors

9,100 sqm of display area

20,233 Business & Trade Visitors

366 Scheduled B2B & B2G Meetings

25 Product Launches & Presentations

1 Day Conference on Food Processing Technologies

1 Day Conference on Strengthening the Food Safety, Quality and 
Regulatory Ecosystem: Towards Enhancing the State Food Safety Index

1 Day Consultative & Capacity Building Session

49 Speakers

6 Supporting Associations

714 Conference Delegates

14 Media Partners

International Participants from Malaysia & Singapore

INAUGURATION OF FOODPRO 2024 EXHIBITION
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PRODUCT LAUNCHES
25 products and presentations were launched at the expo, showcasing the 
latest innovations in the food processing sector.
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CONFERENCE ON
FOOD PROCESSING TECHNOLOGIES
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Session III
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STRENGTHENING THE FOOD SAFETY,
QUALITY & REGULATORY ECOSYSTEM
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KEY TAKEAWAYS

Offers valuable insights into the industrial ecosystem of 
Andhra Pradesh, highlighting the state's prominence in 
food processing with its diverse agricultural outputs 
such as rice, shrimp, and horticultural crops. He 
discusses the government's robust infrastructure, 
including operational ports, cold storage facilities, and 
food parks, which support efficient supply chains and 
food processing initiatives, alongside the formation of 
farmer producer organizations and tailored business 
incentives.

“
Dr C Sreedhar IAS
Commissioner of Industries, Commerce & 
Export Promotion  & CEO, 
AP Food Processing Society, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh

Emphasizes the growing trade relations between 
Australia and India, especially in food processing, driven 
by the Australia-India Economic Cooperation and Trade 
Agreement. He explains how this agreement facilitates 
tariff-free imports, creating a favorable environment for 
Australian investments in India’s food processing 
industry, and underscores the mutual benefits of 
accessing both domestic and international markets.

“
Mr John Southwell
Senior Trade & Investment Commissioner
Australian Trade & 
Investment Commission (Austrade)

Unlocking Value in the Food Processing Sector - Government Initiatives

Sheds light on the role of innovations in cold chain 
technology in improving food processing efficiency. He 
details how advanced refrigeration systems and 
automated solutions ensure temperature-controlled 
environments, preserving the quality of perishable 
goods, while reducing construction time and costs 
through modular techniques, facilitating faster access 
to markets.

“
Mr N K Mohanan
Chief Operating Officer
Rinac India Limited

Outlines the Tamil Nadu government’s initiatives in food 
processing, such as the establishment of the Tamil Nadu 
Food Processing and Agri Export Corporation and the 
Agro Industrial Corridor project with a substantial 
budget. He highlights specialized projects like the 
Moringa export zone and Thani banana cluster, aimed at 
boosting production,  processing,  and export 
capabilities in the state.

“
Dr K Alagusundaram 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Tamil Nadu Food Processing &
Agri Export Promotion Corporation

Emphasizes the importance of innovation in enhancing 
safety, sustainability, and nutritional value. He 
highlights the contributions of experts from Thermax, 
Pidlite, and Heat and Control in driving these 
advancements.

“
Mr Jaisinh Vaerkar
Managing Partner
The Peninsular Export Company

Highlights sustainability solutions like zero liquid 
discharge systems and absorption heat pumps that 
conserve water and energy in manufacturing. He 
emphasizes their impact in reducing carbon footprints 
and supporting eco-friendly practices in the food 
industry.

“
Mr V Satyanataraj
Corporate Regional Head
Thermax Limited

Innovations and Trends in Food Processing Technologies               

Presented durable and eco-friendly industrial flooring 
solutions certified by IGBC. He highlights their low-
emission epoxy flooring, which meets stringent 
standards for clean rooms in food and pharmaceutical 
industries.

“
Mr Supratim
Head of Marketing
Pidilite Industries

Discussed advanced frying systems designed for snacks 
like potato chips and namkeen. He emphasizes their 
versatility and efficiency, enabling the production of 
multiple snack varieties with consistent quality and 
reduced costs.

“
Mr Venkatesha Parthasarathy
National Sales Manager
Heat and Control 



KEY TAKEAWAYS

Post-harvest Management

Food security is increasingly challenged by a growing 
global population and shrinking agricultural land. 
Innovative practices like vertical farming and improved 
post-harvest management are essential to maximize 
production and reduce wastage, ensuring food security 
for future generations.

“
Mr M Srinivas Reddy
Vice President - Commercial, 
Refrigeration Business 
Blue Star Limited

Building cold chains is vital for maintaining the quality 
of perishable goods and reducing spoilage. These 
infrastructures improve the efficiency of the agricultural 
value chain, benefiting both farmers and consumers by 
ensuring fresher produce and reducing costs.

“
Mr Rajat Gupta
Director
Tessol

Addressed the link between post-harvest management, 
sustainability, and climate change is crucial in reducing 
food loss and its environmental impact. Collaborative 
efforts, innovative technology, and climate-smart 
solutions in agriculture are essential to mitigate 
emissions and improve resource efficiency.

“
Highlighted the importance of refrigeration and air 
conditioning in reducing carbon emissions and 
emphasized on the transition from ozone-depleting 
substances to global warming mitigation efforts. 

Mr Nagahari Krishna Lokanadham
Head, Industrial Refrigeration & Cold Chain - India
Danfoss Industries Pvt Ltd

Mr Sudhir Kumar
Vice President
Frick India Ltd

“

Addressed the issue of food wastage while emphasizing 
the cr it ical  role of  advanced processing and 
preservation methods, such as chilling and freezing, in 
reducing post-harvest losses. He highlighted specific 
innovations in cold storage and pre-cooling solutions 
designed for processing and exporting agricultural 
produce. 

“
Delved into the intricacies of India’s agricultural 
landscape, emphasizing the structural issues in post-
harvest processes. He highlighted that while India 
boasts the largest cultivated land globally, surpassing 
countries like China and the US, its challenges are rooted 
in productivity and market linkages rather than 
production deficits. Despite transitioning into a surplus 
market post-Green Revolution, the perception of India 
as an agriculturally deficit nation persists, hindering 
progress toward addressing real issues.

“
Mr Senthil Kumar Natarajan
Head of Public Policy and Govt. Relations
Ninjacart

Mr N K Mohanan
Chief Operating Officer
Rinac India Limited

FSSAI implemented the Tatkaal Scheme to streamline 
instant licensing and registration processes in Tamil 
Nadu. Addressed concerns on laboratory testing and 
accreditation while urging food business operators to 
file annual returns by May 31.

“ Advocated for self-audits using FSSAI's new auditing 
format. Promoted awareness of the hygiene rating 
scheme to enhance food business standards.“

Catalysing an Enabling Framework for Food Safety& Regulatory Ecosystem

Mr R Lalvena
Food Safety Commissioner
Government of Tamil NaduMs Inoshi Sharma. IRS

Executive Director
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI)



KEY TAKEAWAYS

Strategizing Interventions towards Staple Food Fortification

Shared a demo video of the Fortress application with 
participants and committed to providing updates on 
shelf life studies for fortified rice.“ Discussed the fortification of oil and milk, highlighting 

its public health and economic benefits. Emphasized 
the need for greater consumer awareness about fortified 
products.
“

Dr Sachin Gupte
Advisor LSFF
PATH India

Ms Nikita Goel
Project Manager - Digitization & Fortification
GAIN

Presented on double-fortified salt as a tool to combat 
anemia, sharing success stories from Gujarat and 
Madhya Pradesh. Emphasized the significance of salt as 
a carrier for essential nutrients.
“ Highlighted the role of wheat flour fortification in 

combating anemia and emphasized its  cost-
effectiveness. Called for collaboration with wheat flour 
millers to facilitate its implementation.
“

Mr Ashwin MB
Associate Director, Partnerships
Fortify Health

Ms Sakshi Jain
National Program Manager
Nutrition International

Urged food businesses to upload certificates of analysis for fortified rice on the Footrace portal.“ Ms Inoshi Sharma. IRS
Executive Director
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(FSSAI)

Global Food Regulatory Framework on Exports

Discussed the importance of food safety and quality in 
global trade, emphasizing India's $4 billion and $8 
billion exports in spices and marine products, 
respectively. Provided insights into the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission’s role in setting international 
food standards, highlighting India's achievements and 
leadership in Codex activities. Stressed the need for 
industry engagement in Codex to influence standards, 
proposing collaboration between industry, government, 
and stakeholders to enhance food safety practices.

“ Emphasized the global significance of Codex 
Alimentarius as a standard-setting body, highlighting 
its intergovernmental nature and its role in ensuring 
food safety, fair trade practices, and harmonized 
international trade standards. They elaborated on 
India's active participation in Codex committees, citing 
examples like contributions to standards for spices and 
marine products, which have bolstered Indian exports 
and safeguarded domestic industry interests.

“
Dr Alka Rao
Advisor (Science & Standards)
Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI)

Mr Karthikeyan Perumal
Joint Director
FSSAI

Discussed the regulatory challenges faced by the Spices 
Board, emphasizing issues with ethylene oxide and 
pesticide residues. Highlighted the importance of 
harmonizing domestic standards with international 
requirements and the need to collaborate with 
pesticide manufacturers to expand label claims for 
minor crops like spices. Proposed a conclave to address 
pesticide issues and improve standards.

“ Outlined the growth of the marine products industry 
and challenges like regulatory issues and quality 
standards. Highlighted the need for improved cold 
chain infrastructure and biosecurity measures in 
aquaculture, calling for government support to assist 
farmers.

“
Mr Ramesh Babu Natarajan
Scientist C
Spices Board India

Mr Dinesh Kumar VK
Business Head
ITC Aqua



KEY TAKEAWAYS

Emphasized good agricultural  pract ices  and 

sustainable farming, addressing the economic 

challenges farmers face in adopting these measures. 

Called for industry-government collaboration to 

support farmers in transitioning to sustainable practices 

and suggested awareness programs on pesticide use 

and sustainable farming.

“ Addressed challenges in the spice industry, including 

r e g u l a t o r y  n o r m s ,  q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d 

misinformation affecting international perception. 

Advocated for government initiatives to educate 

farmers on pesticide use and compliance with global 

standards.

“
Mr Sreenath Vishnu
Managing Director
Brahmins Foods

Mr Nishesh Shah
Partner, Universal Oleoresins and
Vice Chairperson All India Spices Exporters Forum

Building Robustness in Infrastructure & Capacity of Food Testing Laboratories

Outlined plans to organize a training course on 

microbiological sampling and testing methods and 

committed to sharing reference materials with 

participants. He also addressed the issue of retesting 

challenges in microbiological analysis.

“ Emphasized the critical importance of microbiological 

sampling for food safety and compliance, highlighting 

its unique challenges compared to chemical sampling. 

He discussed how recent FSSAI guidelines aim to 

enhance sampling practices across India.

“
Dr Abhijit Ganguli
Sr Counsellor,
CII FACE

Dr K. N Bhilegaonkar
Principal scientist & Head, 
ICAR-IVRI, Izatnagar

Introduced C. Elegans as an innovative model system for 

detecting microbial contamination and elaborated on 

using microfluidic devices for rapid testing. He also 

highlighted ongoing research on bioactive compounds 

and their impact on food safety.

“ Stressed the importance of skill enhancement in food 

testing laboratories and shared progress in training 

programs for food safety officers and analysts. He noted 

efforts to promote innovation and entrepreneurship in 

food safety within academic settings.

“
Prof V Dharuman
Director, Skill Development, 
Alagappa University

Dr K. Balamurugan
Prof & Head, Department of Biotechnology
Alagappa University



KEY TAKEAWAYS

Guidance document for Quality Management of Health Supplements, 
Nutraceuticals, Food for Special Dietary Use, Food for Special Medical Purpose, 

and Prebiotic and Probiotic Food

Nutraceuticals and health supplements must comply with detailed regulations, including guidelines for quality 

management systems, testing frequencies for raw materials and finished products, and categories such as special dietary 

use and medical purposes. Quality control is critical, requiring food business operators (FBOs) to ensure compliance through 

rigorous testing and adherence to standards for manufacturing processes.

MSMEs face challenges in meeting testing requirements, especially regarding pesticide residues and raw material sourcing, 

highlighting the need for targeted awareness programs and traceability initiatives for farmers. To address these issues, 

stakeholder engagement and regular regulatory guidance meetings will focus on educating FBOs, implementing 

verification programs, and clarifying compliance responsibilities for sustainable growth.

“
 Mr. Balasubramanian.K
 Joint Director
 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 
(FSSAI)

Refresher Training for Food Safety Officers (FSOs) by FSSAI

Shared updates on recent developments in FOSCOS, including a planned live demo to showcase key functionalities, such as 

enforcement follow-ups and hygiene ratings. New bulk improvement notices will be introduced for non-compliant FBOs, 

along with a risk-based inspection module to prioritize high-risk units, while user ID management and streamlined 

application processes were discussed for state authorities.

The launch of the adjudication flow and digital forms for legal sampling aims to enhance efficiency, supported by a new data 

analytics tool for improved data retrieval. Participants raised concerns about system functionalities and suggested 

improvements, particularly around clarifying officer roles and responsibilities.

“
Mr Arul Anand
Tamli Nadu FDA

Interactive Session: Milk & Oil Fortification 

She held an interactive session with representatives from the Dairy and Oil Industry. She heard out the members concerns 

and issues and offered suggestions accordingly.“
Ms Jagatheswari Palaniyandi
Industry Master Trainer
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